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So ſpeak, you and ſo ds, as they that are judged by the 1 if "I ; 
* they ſball be judged without mera y, ti at have feewed no mercy. 


Mille hominum ſpecies, & rerum biſcolir uſus, 
per me equidem fine omnia pr. tinus alla. 
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Men Fonfiter done our $iour ci e nends 
js precepe of mut ual love erty cur profeſs his Name, making it. 
NV: Charatter of his followers. By this all men Hall know, that. 10 11 
| Difciles, if you love one another, John 13.35 Aw When. I re 
highly the great Apoſtle Paul .. the ommandment, abridgr 
into this one precious ſyllable, the whole duty of e yo the EXE 
* Ain one word} Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thy. La 
— wonder, to ſee moſt Chriſtians In this Fe age with 
cute each other, only upon the account of Religion: wi cane we de 1 
from the Primitive Believers, who would rather have given their own li 
perſwade their enemies to piety, then ſought to take away the lives of ax 4 Dang 
— oy ge he end Griſt ty day whim ibe endlt of thewverl 
Let it hat our days, bn the. ends of be wor 
are come, to inluſd ehe like tenderneſs into the breſts of many £0 tions ac 
godly minded people of this Nation, (who ſecing the deformity . 
ableneſs of thoſe cruel Maxims, that preach ruine and Aion tor the leaſt diſ : 
ference in belief ) ceaſe not to pray unto the God of Heaven, and folicit. the Gay 
vernours of the Earth, that an impartial freedom , and abſolute incoercency 
matters of Religion, may be firwly and irrevocably eſtabliſkr,, a. 13 
—— iſt. 4 which holy deb SR LS | 
or incouragement o ch holy de ign,. woven out re 
and for determent of thoſe tempeſtiions ſpirits, that, w url the baweh | | 
ſtrive to ſtorm mens conſciences, I have endeavuured in.this ſhore i tera de 
monſtrate, that Conſcience- perſecution amongſt Chriftians, is. cleat 2 
to the Light of Nature, the Law of. God, and.tt.c evidenee,of 4qur. a Rappen 
nf 'giH * 973 


|  Demonſtrathic Riders again} Farcing wo; r : Eo 
„ Qluce we have ſo ha happily ſhaken off that. intollerable 1 9 | 


not only tyrannical, 19 0 , o compel others to 3 wa 
PNG be g Hare one Parhamens 05 wy at wei 


which forcher chatted t worſhip whict-che Lays e e 5 
̃ troduced, is now gen e f.;. — — 1 nea thedi 
with fo ſolemn 80780 Ir, dien on . deer "iy: Aeg A 
better lights diſcovered to be perth humane, and aid 

The late Synods Confeſſſon of (hatched by ry any, ſiteing ) is 
learnedly examined, and i 170 a great part fo — by M. 
ker, an [ other learned py ons In. d, eee e then to conſtri 
a ſoul, not only to tor! GON . ow . 


3 to L. 585 pak — > 

2. Since the W . and — 

ſo highly impawred, 200 8 our —— ſl 
pleaſe 
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that as all=che of God have , 
er; ſo no one imcng rhe 3 * 
his brother : One plds Baptiſm of chil- 


look in 
OE 
kution in ſticli a caſę ( uùnleſs his fire brought lig it roo with it, to demonſtrate the 


truth) wd Id Karte ſajisfie my ſuſpition, that his coals, were fete it from the in 


of 
ih 
n 
feryial pit 


e ” ſee but in part, and underſtand but in part : there will appear more 


endetvonr'rtie mutual aſſiſtance and ſupport , then malieious ruine and 


deſtructibn one of another: However, ſince all have neither equal dep h of natu - 
ral I + nor the fame meaſure of ſupernatural illumination, but the ſpirit 
9 Bae 


blow and where it pleaſeth , we ought not to attempt ſo high a preſumption, as 
GE perſecute our brocher fox. his innocent and blameleſs miſta es, leſt we 
be found' to fight againſt Cod, who it the free diſpoſer of his gifts; we know the 
we of inan ii not in himſelf, Jer. 710. 23, but his ſteps are ruled by the Lord, Prov. 20. 
24. and therefore certainly, did we bear a due reſpect to God, we would be con- 
tent to wait his leiftire, who has engaged himſelf by his Apaſtle, Phil. 3. 15. If 


nin be qtherwiſe minded, God ſhall in time reveal even this unto him: let ys there-.. 


e : ancone, who proceeds in the ſimplicity of his heart, with milk, 
vill apa digeſt ſtrong meat. b 


27 


i 2 x upon the Conſcience, returns us flarly to our old ſlavery un- | 


g that which wee condema in others; For whatſoever Iam conſtrained to 

| vt profeſs more then I am coavinced of, proceeds from as great a tyranny, as 
the High Commiſſion, and is as blind an aſſent , as can be, match d in the gro leſt 
P ; andre we hint thetbing the ſame things we juilpe in others, we ſhall e- 


ceſſitated to that belief, and to compel him againſt it, Were to drive him to re- 
nounce the'moſt eſſential part of man, his reaſon. Why ſhould we be commanded 


l we reflec upon the difficalties that encounter us in the way to Truth for 
g 17 narrow is the path , and withall conſider the ſhortneſs of our 


ile ; nay, more to the implicite faith of the Papifts, with this only 
diſference, thar we ate worſe then either, becauſe our conſciences accule us of 


G r Oo. i 
puniſh . quently nor juſt, unleſs the offence be vo- 
hantavy? but he thathelieves according to the evidence of his os reaſon, is ne- 


- 


1 dere hers 1 John 4. 1. "to prove all things, 1 Thel.$,21., if there be not a faculty -- 
ia the ſoul to 


judgefor ter (ef ? why are we enjoyned to Mid faſt that which we fd 


to lie beſt, i after 6ur moſt ſerious and deliberate election, we ſhall be whipr oat 
of our conſcience by penalriss ? To hat pnrpoſe do we preach poor ſouls into juſt 


GS -much liberty of ure, as may beget their torture, and not permit them to 
reſt where they ſinde ſatisfaction; Picker prohibit to ſearch at all, or leave us ſen- 


wle of ſome bentfirby ſearching ; To believe what appears untrue, ſeems to mee 
n ro proftfs whit we believe untrue, r 35+ vir 02 
. Asit is certain, whoſoeyer ſwerves from the dictate of his Conſcience, com- 


* 


mits a grievous fin, Rom. 14. So without queſtic | 
artifice to draw any man ro proſeſs or act contrary to hat us ſoul believes, yr as 
: | eep- 
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on they that endeavour by force or 


. 2 
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on fall. er e ; 

1929 dd they attempt to ell the the dy natnfe,.. — indiſpe ob- 
N Sh Eo others, as they would be dealt with, . Ale 
78 by God in clear and candid ſouls to ſhine and guide them, but in black ones 

0 Ga and burn them; I ſhall cloſe this diſcourſe with the adviſe of the A- 
poſtle, Rom. 14.13. Let us therefore uſe out Julgement rater in . that no man pu 4 
Stumbling block, before bis brother. | 4 + 


2, | Unenſ bete Texts of Seripjare ci roerrency in be, 
— the firm foun- 5 


n ill: 2 — . LE us to ce lemn one 3 a fe) 
4.12.) Th oy : who art than th 
judgeſt another 2 and in Paul to the R | 5725 ; geft anoth 

vant? to bis own Maſter be 5 or je (bail be ho/den up for Gol 1 able 55 
to ma e bim 97 17 7 : b:exery: day..." 
alike, let every dix;haft thou. fait 2:þave t to yo 
ſelf, before © 54 in that whvch chealloneth that: 


875 


26e Prgacher of andy ce 2 a 5 endend nd moderate am.anfwer 
to a caſe of à fat harſher ſound then we N to maintains that it 12 


put 2 7 ey 2 15 12 bath a 1 0 25 believerb nat, — be be. = 
to un Pit her, let het not leave him; but i,. the unbelieving depart ,,{et, him-depart 5:1! 
a broth*r. er a ſiſter is not in bondage in 1 fach caſes, but God hath called us. to peace far 
what knoweſ thow, O wife, whether thou Palt ſave thy busband ? and n hat knoweſt thou, . 
0 man, whether thou fbalt_ ſave thy wife? as God bath diſtributed to every man, s the Lor 
bath talied every one, ſo let bim walk, and ul ofdgin lin all Churches... What can be 
ſaick more efficaciouſſy to 2 10 ge Chriſtian BA n charity and perk x0-forbear one 
another; then Þ expreſs Imjunction of © gteat, an Apoſtle, to live peaceably e 
ven with an Infidel? And again, 2 Cor. F 24. He denies that even the Apoſtles 
themſelves have any Soveraignty over the Conſcience, but only Commijtjons to 
aTift the conſcientious, not that we have (ſays he to the Corinthians) Dominies - 0ver : 
youre aith, but are helpers of your joy; therein eyactly obſerving the orders, which: . - 
** to his Neo poſes „ Go and teach, not compel, and if any one, gcętue unt. 
ſhake ale rf . oa gable upon, them, as duſt under y Jo Mid 
n 


.. Conſtant fa, ich D&&rine of Meeknels, out Saviour thus i Risi- 
, 85 27d. 23. 9. Be nt called Rabbi, (that is, Naſters in ſpiritual matte zg far ane ” 
Your Maſter,even Chriſt, and all You art brethren. To this- belongs the paticat. 175 
ring the tares, and lettiug them grow togethet᷑ v ĩth the wheat till the time * r- 


veſt. As 


- Asalfo that admirable — 5 of NM towards the 
fulad co rceive even Chriſt hinile! — the! 


Ir nd Ming þ Ae LE 
SM] of man ir not | 
— te ſate them, ee ie ot oma TX; Heis fes all 15 
ons drawn ſmarthe pradiife of MA, Nebu, the ſons of Levi; &&. in tlie old 
mentsj For as they.hadanexpreficommand'from God to Warrant their Teal, we | 
haxe an exprefs-warrant from Ehtiſt-ro' command us meekKitels.* If any c hall | | 
in a ſuſpition, that this moderate temper” was meant only for the times of | 
perſecution, when the Chriſtians had no temporal weer . let him firſt confeſle | 
2 thoſe were the beſt and pureſt — wy 28 ſhow a Wars arrant dormant un- 


3 rs hand (that is is intjs. Goſpel re*Ris-Diſciples (as 
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ould get the Sword into chen —— to cut the throats of fall Wok 
— but if they can eite ndiſuch authoti Ag 

ſceution for Confcience'iv' an wur s over he 
4c) xs liberty of a. Chriſtiann. 


. . 4 * ai 13 134 8 
3. der " Prinoiples againſt conflraine wa the C onſcienc Nee 
C. to theſe reaſons and clear Texts of Scripture, are "che geg of 
| che godly and well affected of this Nation? to u wog wi them to hom 


we owe chis liberty of diſcouffing, cite inpirallel'd au all 5 <d- 


and Declarations, (eſpeeial by the prodigio ucceſsful 
had ofch the two later 1 18 645 Tibet 15 EEE and op- 
3 — e ae ö er ad incou⸗- 
of our friends, rhat nhotwitfiſtant euer d 


8 mee che. Word, 


EE: 


his ſervants; in reward of this cheir . wh 15 er” ano All — 
the glorious appeatences, and out-goings of tie Lor 2 A 5 
found more eminent, then the renowned Kaori o ma zul levers Kirk- 


Armies of the Scots; upon the doubly meinotable d: d 7 70 15 Te, aud 1651. 
who declining the mild counſel of our Saviour, te che 4 15 75 ouls 2 itience, de · 
ſervedly loſt their lives ee violence; 2 fatal argument, ecidi ly this very 
controverſic in favour year rs 7 the maintainerꝭ o = re were no 


and 


4 - 
3 ONE 
ind ilstatutes ccntrived on purpoſe the 3 es, to . Dy Ry 
e whoſe . W & has won more 
hearts to acknowledge and love the authority of the Parliament, then all their 
ſtupendious victories have forced bodies to confeſs.and fear their Power; and (if 
tt be not check d by limitations and partiality in the execution) will render them 
— . — ofall — ſtand aged own eds what Sp] be jmagi- 
ned more weicom to. a Chri people newly ver om: an Aitichriſtian 
bondage then N inffanchiſed into a holy Liberty of proceeding da- 
BA a carding to 555 * the 2 by Leh (a 8 
Freer joy for lo excellent an Act, by .W 45 . 
ID ern oe ſo we are ſull of hopes to A prin 
. tion —— without lea Fintereſt or re- 
ions, Imable to t S axims 
rote ſſion Parliament, as appears by the Declaration: of 2 
= a 2 in Ee. the Scotch papers, 4 Taru d Where fel. 43 2 


ns ranked pe 25 5 and 2 Primci 5 8 to be revived _ n 
* 


rl, as 

er by all tender — as an cn | 
id Principles, is chat excellent Doctrine and ade fe 

d his Erethren, in their Examen of the late Synods 2 

—— Liberty of Conſcience may be infringed, int 

conſcientiaur mens judgements, and their preſent pet 

phe wg pur) e Conſcience ,; to lighten; and 22 hens 

* 2 he onto 15. Let us there ore 4s many as be perfect. 

ded, df of = be otherwiſe minded, God ſhall reveal this unt) you. 


ble means, to will and att againſſ his Conſcience, 24 
alle e or threas,Rom. 14-1 5. 20,21. For ths ig to. 


1 
2391 t9.your ſelves, or „ attribive. 
1 5 Faith e, e — e 


eee T7 7 
| 75 ES —.— 
7018 in the uſe — and coercive means, to precipitate 

men 


ge 
os Sava; 6. 


'*By theſe 


8 t 


ring 


and — may flow — the cen aid not 48 
— ainſt another: let us patiently expałt: till che Lord be e ro ike 
off the yail from their hearts habe orherwiletunided , and net by foreing their 
EE add to 2 er of 2 ie hein 2 


t a great many 


e 
gick of humane e oquence, and * 
c thoſe politique geligions; — n 
pb ro he an them; whereas to reduce the diſc eve bly) 
and admonition;” or-ar-nioſtdeſertibn; 
, and 2 Purity in the Ordinanee: and — . hs 
of our Lord, on ON, of Rar ret 5 ne hee 
lan ith ha y im penalties on the h 
ende Preachers the thereof-roda rs, won 
ng Religion had heem by ede 
d Nee then of thoſe that 
W x example < el] the world Bangin th 
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Doctrine, all juſtifiable p- oceedings concernint the government of my Flock, be- 
ing derived from the Wari ant ef my Word ral I pL 277 oft Dna 


rs O 


Thus weſce our graciot s Law- maker, ſai thful and conſtant to his Principles, A 
The Son of man came nt to c eſtroy mens lives, but to ſave them : Thus we fee our 
own duty totem of hm; for be is meek and dumble of heart; let 5 not therefore 

judge one another any more, but uſe our judgement rather in this, that no man put an oecaſion 
70 fall, ora ſfumbling block, before bis brother, Rom. 14.13. Let us always remember 
the advertiſement, which the beloved Diſciple gives to all his fellow - ſervants of 
the Lord Chriſt, John 13.16. The ſervant is not greater then his Lord, if you know. 

theſe things, happy are yon if you do them. | op 


Of tender Conſciences, 5 | 


2 few unpoliſhr /ints, which 1 here preſent for encouragement of render- 
2 nets, Idefire may not be fret to draw in a wild and extravagant licentt- 
ouſneſs, ſince they aim no farther then to hold up a Liberty to ſuch only as pro- 
feſs Chriſt, and walk before the Lord in the integrity of their heart, who by the 
following marks are eaſfly diſcernable from all thoſe that for their blaſphemies in 
Doctrines, and debauchery in manners, are worthily excluded from the benefit 
of this indulgence. | 


_ Suppoſing firſt, as confeſt by all underſtanding'men, that tenderneſs of Con- 


ſcience is not the ſame thing with truth of judgement, (elſe. there could · be but 
one only kind, becauſe truth is bur one) bur it ſignifies a proceeding bend fide,with- 


out ſiniſter reſpects, - or difſimulation, ſeeking before all things to know Ged, and 


fearing above all things to offend him. And ſecondly, ſince in our enquiry, to 
whom belongs ſo honorable a title, we cannot pierce into the in ward thoughts of 
men, we I ſentence as they appear to us, which rule in caſes of this qua- 
lity, is in it ſelf ſufficiently certain; however, tis the only means God has allow- 


ed our nature to guide her reſolurion in the judging of others. 


The ſigns then of tender Conſciences are ti eſe, if they lead regular, vertuous, 
and peaceable lives; If their opinions be not juſtly accuſable of ſelf-intereſt. or 
licentiouſneſs, but rather require of them a prudent and religious ſeverity againſt 


the inclinations of corrupted nature; If their judgements be ſteddy, not fann'd 


to a new ſenſe with every breath of wind; If ti ey continue in the ſame perſwafi- 
ons at their death, which is no time for diſſembling, at leaſt we ought to judge 
ſo; If they not only die in their faith, but for it, not only give away good part 
of their eſtates charitably, but ſuffer all to be taken away patiently, and all this 
for Chriſts ſake,or (to ſpeak more cloſely) for tha which they believe to be his 


will and commandment : no higher teſtimony of a fue and real fincerity , can 


oſlibly be given, or eaſily imagined 3 And whoſoe cr doubts after ſuch evidence, 
Cchieff/ if many concur in the ſame way) deſerves to be condenined, as the moſt 


paſſionate, malicious, and uncharitable perſon in the u orld; for though one man 


may value his fancy above his life or eſtate, yet it is im oſſible, that many (eſpe- 
cially if they be diſcreet and rational in other negotiaticns) ſhould agree to undo 
themſelves fora meer conceitz did they not ſeriouſly believe, it more imports 
them to keep their Faith, then loſe their fortunes. | 
By. theſe rules we may eaſily conclude the adwiſſion of thoſe pious and religi- 


ous perſons, who were impriſoned and perſecuted by th. late Prelates, into the 


number of tender Conſeiences, as alſo thoſe ** le rvants of the Lord ar 


EE EE to plant the liber * 
oro am t rhe ſavage Heathens of America. 
theſe lines, aworthy friend of mine came to honↄur me 
with the oivility of a vifie, to whom reading theſe laſt two or three conſiderati- 
ons, he told me, that as he believed, the Chamder I had given, of a tender Canſci- 
ee, were moſt 2 true, and to all unbiaſſed minds perfectly fatisfacory,yer 
they were oppliahle to a fort of people in this Nation, whole being diſcountenan- 
ced, is ht fo profitable to the State, and fo pleaſing to a certain froward 
pate oi the Miniſtery, that he feared my reaſons might incounter ſome op — 
unleſs they met with very ingenuous and diſmtereſted Readers, plainly 5 — 
that the meaſures I had cut out for tender Conſciences, would fit the Papi Fs, — 
well as if they had been made ſor them; Far who live more peaceably wirh their 
neighbours, ( esche who deal more juſtly with all men then they? who are more 
ion, d& more l in the obſervances of their Law, then 
> whaluffer for ——_ faith, more then they; nay, at this time, who beſides. 
them?. they. ubmit their underitandi to the definitions of their Church, and 
their wills to — eee ne it's Diſcipline, in Faſting, Confeſſion, and 2 
other burdenſome duties, all which, axe very diſagreeable to the Dictates of 
and bloud, r No reall praiſe of the ſelf· denial that can bee 
imagined : and for the ſerious hour of death, I muſt confeſs, I have known many 
| of us — on Patins but never in all my life ſo much as once 
die conjury; And peek 8 met Ne 2 1 re, ths — the. 
\ go fromus.t0 whic * make the onl e) more ſpiritual, reti- 
| — and © 0 Gan, Ga. Ch left —— the Papiſts that become Pro- 
eeſtants — work deſigns they may 822 be thought to have) moſt 
j e r more licentious, both i. in Faith and manners, eſpecially the 
: who ſeldome or never are converted, if once paſt the age of N 
—_— alwa 3 the puniſhments laid, i nk them, were red to 
civi _—_ though defended by them as Points of reſolved. to follow. 
zhoſe ſo certain and evident Principles, which I had I A for diſcern- 
ing of reader Conſciences) whitherſoever they ſhould lead me; and therefore de- 
erage ſriend to bring me to the knowledge of ſome moderate and. diſcreet Pa- 
that L might examine their tenents, notdoubting their eaſie excluſion from 


eee tender Feen this my fri e did, 3 
A 


| to me, a morally honeſt and underſtandin men., oh ES 
ittle in his Religion, and a great deal l ſy may 
to diomſe with all Freedom, the Recyſant began with ; 
G2 fulcrings of Pp! ;. wheraof (he ſaid) Some are e —— 4 
- thoſe of all Cavaliers careris —— the moſt ſeverely, tho Fa the moſt excu- 
the pleaſure of the late Ki 25 ly obliged to his 


Lenitys nat} as an unanſwerable argument of their fidelity and gratitude towards . 
| nom r mercy, ec their nf their to receive the Oabe Supre- 
- ACY bene which-they haus heretofore hen ſo violently perſecuted, proceed - 
ednot from an on to ciuil obeqtence, but becauſe there were. mingled in-thoſe Oaths 
certain expy 4 puxe ſpiritual nature, repugnant: to their Conſciences ;, and altoge- 
"Orders equal pared, chat i, their whuls ſte equſred; allowing any « fi 
Others are 7 that is, their 6 eque wing only & fl ft 

— — * though in true reaſon they are altogether juſti fia ble, hauing 
aer beemin any Enęsgement, bau only in. ſame — the King, whether they 


Were. 


* 


* ite Es A P —— 4 ns = a 
ry I. nh . - ; ( 


* 


33 0 . 5 
were driven for refuge, being pur out of the protetrion of the Parliament dy gublique Pris. 
clamati on, "ok 8 every where rifled, their goods plunder d, and lives enilengered by 
the ſoldiers, whoſe condition ſeems clearly to be with the equity of that Article. of be 
Armies Propoſals, Aug. 164). That the Kings menial ſeryants , who. never took up 
Arms, but only attended cn his Perſon, according to their Offices, be freed from̃ 
Compoſition ; much more theſe who had both the civil reaſen of duty, and the unanſwe- 
rable argument of neceſſity, to plead for their diſcharge : And (x bieb is yet more bard) 
ſome Recuſants of this Claſs, who never bare Arms, tut were only found in Garriſons, 
for their own 8 ſecurity, are now ran d among the higheft Delinquents, and their | 

ol \ 


eſtates to be ſold, ſuch are Sir Henry Beddingheld, . Bodenhamygeen, 
As „ 50 a Recuſants, two irds of their effates —_ en, only the cauſe 
of Religim, under which notion are included all ſuch as were heretofore convatt of not c. 
ſorting to Common Prayers, or do now refuſe the 0ath of Abyuration, « new Oath mai 
by the two Houſes, when the former kind of ſervice was abolzſb t, wherein the prafiije is 
ſtrangely ſevere ; for upon bare information, the eſtate of the ſuſpetted is ſecured, has i 
his rents, &c. ſuſpended, before any trial, or legal proof, even in theſe more .pegetable 
times, and being once thus half-condemnn'd, he has no other renech 4e help bimpetf ; bur 
Sheen is Religion, and ſo by an Oath 4 thouſand times harſher then wat Ex 
ici, they draw out of his own month f is condemnation, k | 2 941 
When the Sequeſtrators have thus ſeized into their bande, wo thirds of the moſt | 
Recuſants lands and goods, then come the Excife men, Taz-gatherers, «nd other © | 
and pinch away no. ſmall part of the poor third penny that was left them ; ſo that aftet theſe 
dieductions, I have known ſome eftates of three hundred pound agear, redhced to —_— | 
threeſcore, a lean pittance to marntain.them and their children, being perſons for #8emtuſ 
part of good quality, and civil education: And as for Prieſts, it is made as great a crime,, 
to bave taken Orders after the rites of their Chuich, 4s to have committ the moſt hai- 
nous treaſam that can be imagined, aid they are far mort cruelh quniſh't ; then 
murder their own Parents. 3 ; 
. Beſides theſe extream and fatal P tndlties that tie upon the Rernſants meerly for their con- 
ſcience, there are many other affli ions, whereof few take notice, which though of leſſer 
weight, yet being added to the , quite nl them downi to the — — T 
Perplexity 3 as their continual fear of having their houſes broken open, - ear6b'd by 
Purſuivants, who enter at what hours they pleaſe, and do there what abey liſt, taking 
away, not only all the inſtruments of their Religion, but oftentimes money, plate, wexcbes, 
and other ſuch Popiſb Idols, eſpecially if they be found in the ſame wem with u Fi- 
ures, and ſo infecled with a relative ſuperſtition. 
Another of their affiiions is , that they, I mean theſe ſingle' Recuſants , Hane no 
power to ſell or mortgage abe leaſt part of their eftates , cither 10 pay their juſt debis, 
or defray their neceſſary expences, whereby they are diſatied for ali commerce , a 
their credit being utterly loft, (upon which many of them now provide even their dai- 
ly bread.) they muſt needs in a ſhort time be brought to 4 deſperate neceſſny, if nos 
abſolute ruine ; and if any, the moſt quiet and moderate mont em, defer 
to tranſplant himſelf to « milder Climate; and ſd endeaucsr t0 amid the offence 
is taken againſt him in his. own Comnttrey ,' be cannot aff e f bit eftate here, ſo 
as by Bill of Exchange, of am other way, to provide the leaſt fabfiftence for bn. 
ſelf and jamily : a ſeverity farre beyond the moſt rigid .praftice of the Sconh Air: 
for there Cas I am informed. the perſons of Recujants are enely baniſht aut of the * 
Kingdame , and prohibited s reſide at their * omas abe ve forty dai ä F 
2 ic 


Religion. ; 


which time is allowed them = the 3 . effates, and their effates allowed them 


for their maintenance abr. 4 Proceeding; which their Principles woutd clearly juftifie, 


4 2 y could juſtifie their Principles: But in England, where compulſemn upon the Con- 


ce-is.decryed as the rt of ſlaveries, t puniſh men ſo (barply for matters of Religi- 
on, contrary tothe. Principles publikely receivel, is 4 courſe that muſt needs beget over a 
the world a ſtrong ſuſpi tian and prejudice ag im̃ſt the honur and reputation. of that State, 
which at the ſame time can practiſe ſuc man feſt contradictiuns. * 

To this-deplyrable condition (ſald he alm ft weeping) are the Englih Cathalikgs nom 
reduced, yet they bear all, not onely with patience, but even ſilence 3 for amongſt the prin- 
ted comphints ſo frequent in theſe times, never any thing has e to proceed. from. 
tem , though alwayes the chief, and mw the ſole ſufferers for their Conſciences, ex- 
cept (not to he altogether wanting to themſel ves) ſome modeſt Petitions humbly addreſſed. 
v the Parliament, though: ſuch has been their unhappineſs,” that mare weighty affairs have 
ſtill diſappointed their being taken into confideration ;, elſe were they admitted to clear theme 
ſelves of the miſtakes and ſcandals unjuſtly imputed to them, they would not doubt fully. 
to. ſatisfie all ingenunus and unpaflonate men, nay, even whomſoever,. that were but mode- 
rately prejudiced againſt them. . . : | be a Þ- 

To this I anſwered, that as every one {ces the ſeverity of the Penalties which. 
Papiſts ſuffer, ſofor my ſelf, I helieve the tenderneſs of. their Conſciences, be- 
cauſe they Gffer : and upon this ground wee fee our Judges. and Committee 
men allow. Deeds, where they find cleare proof of a. valuable conſideration: 
but Idolatry, and the deſtructive Principles concerning Civill Government, 
ſeem to mee the two points that are onely and altogether intollerable in that 


Whether Papiſts be guilty of Idolatry in the Queſtion 
MILES _ of Angels, Saints, and picture. 
Tdi hare firſt took for granted, which indeed l could not deny, that if 
A any opinion be probably true, perſecution in that caſe is certainly unlawfull, 
auſe otherwiſe both ſides, for both are probable, if one be, might juſtifiably 
perſecute one another, to the utter deſtruction of all ſociety, and after returned 
this anſwer to my firſt objection. 8 ON 


Mer reverence indeed ys he) the Angels, and bleſſed Saints, with g reſpi# farre - 
more then we uſe. to men, becauſe farre above their Digaity, but -infinitely belaw the ads-" 
ration we giveto GO D, becauſe 8 below his excellency. All the miſtales in this 

oontroverße ariſing from hence , that the language of men iu me diſtinctiveneſſe 
and variety, then the geſtures of their bodies, and jet is farre leſe copi»ug , then. 


tze thoughts of their minde, whence it is they ſo frequently apply to miſt different con- 


ceptions, the ſelf.ſama words and poſtures of body, at the titles of ſacred Mʒyeſty, 
moſt High, moſt Mighty, giver 1» Kings and States, the ſtyle of Grace to Duales, 
and Arch- biſbps, of Lord, t» Noblemen; Generals, Ambaſſadors, .. of Worship, 
ts Gentlemen of quality, ani ſu db as bear any: conſiderable Offece in the Comm n- wealth; 


' ſo kneeling to Parents, ſtamliag bare ti the Parliament, and other Courts, bowing to 


ane gnother, Cr. All, dheſe very expreſſions are the ſame we uſe awardt God bine, 
: 8 a and - 


and paſſe innocently, when rightly underſtood ,- but-to 4 ſcrupulous and wilfull ſpirit, 
RENE e, tte with Rnd Ham 
and Fiom ard neſſe upon it ? now as every d woman has capacity enough. to make 4 
different apprebenfion. betwixt Ding to [prak, with one at the Lion in Cheapſide, and 
Hing to ſee. the, Lion in the Tower, ſo may any, the age nesoy Catholike in the world,” 
by 4 very little teaching, learn to diſtinguiſh the Crucifix which hee ſees in the Church, 
from Chriſt, whom hee helieves to bee in Heaven, and conſequently in no more dan- 
ger of committing Idolatry to that Picture, then the ather of fearing to be torw-in pieces 
by the Sign. fe a + 
Upon this Argumear of the Papiſt, I call'd to mind what I had read my (elf. 
in Scripture,” how the Prophet Balaam fell flat upon the ground, and adored an 
Angel, Numb. 22. 31. and 1 gave the ſame honour to another, that ſtyl'd 
himſelf Captain of the Lords Hoſt, and therefore could not be the Lord, Foſ. 3. 
13. nay, he was commanded yet farther, to put off his ſhoes, becauſe the ground was 
holy, by the preſence of an Angel; theſe examples I confeſs, being related in the 
Bible, without the leaſt note of reproof, enforce us to admit ſeverall degrees. of. 
worſhip,. infinitely, differing in the intention of the ming, though very lizrle in 
outward expreſſions. Now by wharſvever name we Proteſtants ſhallagree to call 
this behaviour of f i mh even all the Jews before the Ark. and Che- 
rubins, I ſee plainly it will fully expreſs, and ſhrewdly juſtifie ** leaſt from 
Idolatry all the approved practiſes of the Papiſts, which truly caſt up, as far as 
I can diſcern, amount to no more then a reverence towards Saints and Angels, 
ſuitable to the excellency of their State, and for Churches, Altars, Pictures, &c. 
only to an Eccleſiaſtical kind of good nanners. And by the Light of Nature, ths 
far ſeems to ine evident, that all honour or diſhonour done to the Image, reflects... 
upon the Prineipal, ſince not one amongſt us but would condemn him for a Ma- 
lignant, that ſhould ſhoot at my Lord Generals Picture without Temple Bar, and 
if any fhould reprove him for his temerity, we would preſently conclude ſuch 
perſon wel- affected to the preſent Government, and not at all ſequeſtrahle for I 
dolatry, unleſs we could prove that the abuſed and doting people ſuperſtitioully , - 
adored the painted cloth, which kind of worſhip, I am ſatisfied, no Reculant gives 
even to the picture of our Saviour. p. e 
Laſtly, I think it probable, not certain, as the Papiſts do, that the ſecond Com- 
mandement intends not to forbid, any ſuch inferiour 1 e e 
wiſe Governours contrive their Laws againſt thoſe yices ,- ro which they ſee their-, 
Subjects particularly enclined ; And therefore dowaright Tdolatry,g by, of bing Sar 
- rifice to Gods, made with hands, and repoſing confidence in th ſtance, be- 
ing the common fins of thoſe times, tis probable, we ought to interpret this- 
Precept, as a provifion-aggigſt Heatheniſh Idolatry, not againſt ſuch kind of re- 
1 as Jews by Gods own appointmeAr: uſed before the Ark aud Che- 
rubins. re 7 
Agreeable to this, is the Opinion of the Learned Mr. Hobs in his Leviathan, 
where fol. 360. he affirms that to worſhip God in ſome peculiar place, or turning a mans _ 
face towards an Tmage,” is not o worſbip the place or Imago, but roacknbwhedgenbeo I 
that no to ſay, ſet apart from cummon iiſe; for that is the meaning of me word holy! 1 q 
implies no new quality in the place or Image, but onely a new relation by” appropraation to 
God, and therefore is not Idolatry. But to worſhip God, as inanimating or inhabiting ſuch 
Place or image, is idolatry, | 4604 Ne Whine eee 
43 48 {31 4705) 34 Whem. 
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When I had read this paſſage of fo famous an Author to the Recuſant, he ro 
requite my Civility, immediately ſhewed me the words of the Coumcel of Trent, 
Which he faid differed norhing at all from M. Hobs, and very ttle from me: For 
as I thought, that the exhibition of ſome inferiour kind of reverence towards 
s, and other inſtruments of piety, was probably unforbidden : So that 


- Councel decrees the abſolute lawfulneſs thereof in the 25 Seffion, where to the 


Canon concerning Images, are added theſe words of explanation: Not that. there 
7s believed any divinity or vertue in them, for which they ought to be worſbipped, or 
that they are to be petitioned for any thing, or any confidence ought to be repoſed in ima- 
ger, ## of old was done by the Gentiles, who placed their hope in Idols, but becauſe | 
the honour exhibited to them is referred to the Prototypes they repreſent , that ſo, through 
-the Images which we kifſe , and before which we bare our heads, and kneel down, wee 
may adore Chriſt, and venerate his Saints. f | 
Upon which words, che Papiſt deſired me to obſerve the caureſouſneſs and 

moderation of that Councel, whileſt it- ſayes, we bare our head, and bow our 
knee before, not to the Images of our Saviour and his Saints, which is che very 
diſtinction (ſays he) fo ain, inſiſted upon by many Learned Proteftants, who 
_ admit the one as being no more in effect then moſt of rhemſcives practiſe, 
whilſt uncover their heads in their Churches, but extreamly diſſike the 
other, and therefore father it upon the Papiſts, becauſe perhaps they have heard 
ſome fuch word unwarily fall from particular perſons, with whom they have 
diſputed, whereas we ſce that Councel which they eſteem the moſt corrupt of 
all, expreſſes irs doctrine in the very tearm and lan which themſelves al- 
low; and further he aſſured me, that in no Councel is uſed the phraſe of Religi- - 
ous worſhip, when they treat of thefe queſtions, nor any thing concerning them 
— or 1 as neceſſaty, but only their lawfulneſs declared, that ſuch as find be- 
nefit by their aſſiſting the memory , or exciting the affe&ions , may, ſafely. uſe 
them, the reſt may let them alone, provided they cenſure not the practiſe of o- 
thers, over whom they have no Juriklictton, nor condemn the judgement of the 
Crorch, who has Juriſdiction over them, CC. 

And hereupon we both agreed in this collateral obſervation, that if all mo- 
dern Controvertiſts would reſtrain their diſputes to pofitions generally received 
as of Faith in. the Church, of which they are members, attending only to her 
expteſſions, and nor to the tearms of particular Writers, the differences —_— | 
Chriſtians, ſo-fatal to the peace of Europe, would be both leſs numerous, and far 


' Whether Papiſts be guilty of Idolatry in the 
Euchariſt. 5 

rte ue alt rrocreld to the Gromd pare ut this Queſtion, che Recuſinr up- 
| Be — — obliged — oa —.— whence he ſent me — 
following paper. : foes 


Since it is concluded between us, that probability exempts from perſecution, I ſhall 
endeavour to preve that the reall preſence of our Saviour in the Euchariſt, is at * 


- 


2 A * 
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1 z) 3 
4 probable. Opinion ; and in order thereunto, cite the moſt expreſs and dired tearms of 
the holy Scripture; as firſt, the promiſe of our SAVIOUR, Join 6.5. The 
bread; that I will give is my fleſh, which 1 will give for the life cf the world: 
and verſe $5. My tleſh is meat indeed, and my Blqud is drink indeed. Second- 
ly, 8 that promiſe, in the words of Inſtitution, Take, eat, this is 
my Body; ly —— by the other three Ewangeliſts , Matth. 26. 26. Mark 
14-22. Luke 22. 19. And thirdly, the places declaring the uſe of this Sacrament in 
the Apoſtles. time, 1. Cor. 10. 16. The Cup of bleſſing which we bleſs, is it not 
the Communion. of the bloud of Chriſt ? and the Bread which we break, is 
it nat the participation of the Body of the Lord? 1 Corinth. 11, 29. He that eat- * 
eth and drinketh unworthily, caterh-and drinketh damnation to himſelf, not diſ- 
cerning the Lords Body. Thus the greet Apeſtle S. Paul, and all the four E- 
vin life unanimouſly teach the Doctrine of the Real Preſence, and not one ſingle place 


in dignity, not only to the Paſchal Lamb, a type of Cbriſt, but even to Manna, which was 
. but a figure of this very myſtery. | a ow 

Surely if we ſhall add to fo many and evident Texts of Scripture, the conſtant judg- 
ment.of the Fathers, and the univerſal practice of the whole Chriſtian world, for above 
a thouſand. yeares C Vince ſo long is acknowledged the abſolute reien of our: Religi- 
on ) we may ſafely. conclude the Doctrine of aur Savieurs. Preſence in the Kucha- 
rift ty bee at ltaft probable, and conſequently Catholikes in no wiſe accuſable of 
ny or abſtinaey, in believing a Poſition ſa efficaciauſly recommended unto 

E. g — 


But admitting the Doctrine of non - reality to be true, (ſaid the Letter of the Re- 
.cufant) yet ought not Catholikes to be judged guilty of the fin of Idalatry, becauſe their 
adoration is not intentiona lly directed to any creature, but to the Perſon of Chrift our 
Tord: and if He be not there, their worſhip is e in the place, not in the obje#; 


and therefore at moſi an errour of fac, and no j al Idslatry , which no temperate 
Fudge wilt impute unto fin, much leſs our merciful Redeemer, who came to ſave,.. not 
to deſtroy, who accepts of the good meaning of his ſervants , though mingled with ha- 
mane Tnfirmities, as when Abimelech mif took, Sara from her hunband, being informed 
by Abraham thar ſhe was big 4 5 rhe ſincere an conſcientious King recei ved abſolu- 
tion from God himſelf, upon this account, that he did it (ſaith the Text) in the ſinipli- 
city of his heart, Gen. 20. 6. which ſeems an expreſs and infallible decifton of this 
Controverſte,, that men may be unhappy by being deceived, but are not guilty-, unleſs. they 
deceive themſelves: OY | = 
This kind of reaſoning prevailed ſomewhat the more with me, becanſe the A- 
potogy of the reformad Churches of France, expreſſly approves it ; ſaying, If. an A- 
Poſtle had by miftakg_ adored ſome other man reſembling, C18. when he lived on earth, his 
errour would have excuſed him, aillè chap.11. As on the other fide, Mary 9 4 
not adoring Chrift, 'whten'he to her in the habir of a Gardner, b 20. 
15. was never accuſed as a defect of devotion z Wherefore ſince the Papifts all 
profeſs not to terminate their adoration in the ſpecies of Bread & Wine, nor any 


other creature, but in the bleſſed perſon of our Lord, I conclude them erroneous . 
| ia: 


| in the ſight of Go 
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in their Doctrine, bur not idolatrous in chair Perch to be pitied as ſouls mifled, 


not perſecuted as malicious. | „ : 
Nor can | fatisfie'my Conſejence, ſince as to this point the Opinion of the Pa- 
piſts is no more oppofrte to us; then that of the Lutherans, why we ſhould freely 
allow Communion to theſe, even of ſpiritual things, and in the mean while not 
afford them ſo much as rhe fiberty to poſſeſs their own temporal goods. The 
Lutherans believe our SAVIOUR to be as really in the Euchariſt, as he was 
upon the Croſs, but do not adore him; the Papiſts both believe and adore; for 


my part, : Iſhould' clearly, either doe both; or neither, at leaſt I ſhall never bee 


brought to this partiality, to cheriſh the one as brethren, and perſecute the other 
as enemies; Eſpecially when I conſider the Chriſtian proceedings of the Prote- 
ſtants in New-England, Virginia, and the other Plantations in the Indies, where 
we abhor to deſtroy the Natives, though confeſledly idolaters, but rather ſtrive 
to convert them, by holding out the truth in love. * | 


Whether Papifts are inconſiSient with Civil 
4 © Government. FE 


Y the next Poſt I received from the ſame hand another Letter concer- . - 

ning the commcn Objection, That Papiſts hold many Principles deſiru- 

Aive to Civil goo & wherein the Recuſant proteſting firſt ſolemnly, as 

f ; and his holy Angels, to uſe all ingenuity and candor 

in his relation of the Catholike Doctrine, earneſtly intreated me to give cre- 

* to his Or in the matters of Fact, and for the right, to judge freely, as 
aw cauſe, | 


Wee will divide (fays he) the main Queſtion. into two points, as it relates either 


to our equals, or Supertours : for the firſt , touching Commerce and Converſation , wee 


abſolutely diſclaim that ſcandalous opinion, That no Faith is to be kept with Here- 


tikes, and flatly deny, that our Engagement, promiſe, or contract, may lawfully be bro- 


ken by our ſelves, or diſpenſed with by any Power on Earth, to oe Once f 4 third 
perſon, of what Religion fever , and for equi vocation, mentall reſervation,” c. 
I am confident (though 1 have not here any. opportunity to look, into Books ) that no 
General Councel mentions either any ſuch word, or any ſuch thing. Schodlmen in- 
deed frequently diſpute ſuch ſubtilties, which by men of different principles and affe- 
Hons in Religion, are _ miſcunderſtood, and often perverted , but among} Ca- 
tholiques, every one bas liberty to deny them as he pleaſeth , without any prejudice to 
Faith: and thougb thoſe ſpeculations generally deſerve encouragement, yet when they arrive 


at a certain degree of niceneſs, they rather become an innocent curioſity , then profitable 


employment, and in ſuch an infinity of Opinions, as Catholike Writers have leiſure to 
gubliſh, it t impoſſible, but that through paſſion, unwarineſs, or bumane frailty, ſome miſ- 
nale; muſt eſcape, and then the unhappineſs u, that prejudiced and captions Readers apply- 
ing their whole ſtudy to finde faults, forget the goed and wholeſome notions they meet, and 


| remember nothing but the errors. 


As 


* 


our duty to Magiftraies , we en 282 
ny any earthly power can 2070 1 - . on 
and, nes only by ibe Law of Natur 

unto Cæſar t he things that are Czſars ; to 


and particulariy in England, where we are ſome of Paul, ſom me of 
Cephas ? I# bat Comer iſpn & there bet ix the beb@viour H.8, 
Edw.6. aud Eliz. and the. fury of Lutherans and Calvinifts in Germany, Suedland, 


neighbours rights, t he other defends bis ' u, 
| Few mary mader experiences (the eafieſt arg 
ear iy reſolve thi queſtion ? If we 


SES SOME ii 303! oe nd itt? 2651 Del eil 

Td thjs ſo pregnant example ( ſufficient of jt ſelf io clear the % of 60e 105 
Religions) I Pet Juriher add their fair cemporiment one towards another, ii many 
fee rowns in Germany; but moſt remarkable + their Fiend a 171720 

P; io 
or. 0 


ricutar confidences and infallibly, if the rigor of ibe Laws (made upon . 

ves now no wayes pref 62 were b | ' mercy, thas;tho. 

e Big ms but half the Liberties to which they were bort , the -wauld. be 
emu 


4 | | (16), | 

the danger of their Countries perjl!, all the ref. frring quietly and patiently under 

the bulrtheus, which rhe heavy band of thoſe times continually heapt upon them. 
Now that the crimes [though never ſo bainow) of a few diſcontenced and deſpe rate 
fririts, ſbould be impated to their Religion, whoſe printiples expreſly coudemne ſuch 
confÞpregcies, ſeemtientyemely rigorous ; but when to thoſe diſhonorable impatarions are 
joyned intolerable penalties, both upon our lives and eflates, and not onely againſt the 
then living Caubolikes, but all their poſterity io this very day, ſurely it muſt needs ap- 
pear the moſt har ſb und ſevere . 99y thut ever was pract iſed in the worl d: Where- 
fore I ſhall cloſe this ſscond Letief with my bumble prayers to the gracious Redeemer 
of our ſouls, that you would ôceafe to impure all our faulrr 10 our Religion, aud we be- 
Ein to commit nd other Fault. but our Religion; ſe ſhould we happily overcome our 
omn infirmities, and fully* ſatisfie your jculouſiesn. ho em TAG 
When 1 had welf peruſed this Gentlemans diſcourſe, and attentively read his letters, I 
muſt freely confeſſe, I could not have believed that either the Papiſts had ſuffered ſo 
much from us, or been able to ſay ſo much fer themſelves; I do not mean in order ta 
prove the truth of their Religion, but the unreaſonableneſſe of our perſecution; ſince re- 
ally to un underſtmuing, our jealoufies of their obedience ſeem as junnecefſary unto us, 
as pre ey to them For I am confident there is no Religion in the worſd, but by 
/ good Lawes againft breach of peace, and due execution of them, may be made conſi- 
ent with any Kingdom or Commonwealth whatſoevet. Who more oppoſite in belief 
+ then Chriſtians; Fews and Turks, yet we fee by experience that Fews are not inconſiſt- 
| ent with the Government of Chriſtians, nor Chriſtians with that of the Turks, no not 
\ fuch Chriſtians as are here in queſtion, Papiſts. r x 8 S. 
As contetning the Doctrine we charge upon them, of the Popes power over ſupreme 
Magiſtrates, I had the forrune lem few years ſince, to meet with A paper that clearly 
anſwered all my difficulties, wherein were written theſe three following Propoſitions, to 
whith,; ppon a particular occafion, were demanded of the Engliſh Recuſants their nega- 
<ul ns as a full proof of their conſiſtency with the civil goverument of this 


ix. That the Pope or Church bath power to abſolve any perſon or perſons 7 eir 
© obeqitiice 1d 55 eG end political Chat omen efabliſhe, 1 4 be eſtabliſbt in 
.* * h#'Nattor in eivill au politic aw. 
2. That by the command or difcnſation of the Pope or Church, it is lawfull to kill, 
©* defiroy, or do any injury to any perſon or perſons living within the Kings Domini- 
ons, becauſe that ſuch a perſon or perſons are accuſed ,” condemned, cenſured , or 
© excommunicated. far Error, Schiſm, or Hereſi | a SG IR gl 
3. That is is lawfull in in ſelf, or by diffenſation from the Pope, to break promiſe or 
oath made 10 any of the foreſaid perſons, under pretence that they are Heretikes. 


« 4 


Theſe the Subſcribers (being both in number and quality ſufficient to repreſent the 
whole body of Arcuſanti in this Nation) unanimouſly profeſt (if the State, providing 
for its own fecuriry, and condeſcending to relieve their miſery, ſhould ſo require) their 
pexdinelſe nor only to diſclaim, as no part of thelr Religion, but. utterly to renounce.un= 

ave me fo muchthe mors ſatisfaction, by how much it was beſides my expeQation ; nor 
Pave I now any thing to lay againſt them upon that accompt. 5 | 
And indeed if we conſider theſe diff:rences between us impartially, our ſuſpicions are 


t only conſuted, but ſuamęd, by our own daily experience: for we truſt Papiſts in 


u%, Fw : 
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all ib nay" as indiffcremly 3s Pyorefanre ; nay. even our! Travellers and: Mer- 
chants beyond Seas (where the 17 are maſters) converſe and traffſique ſtcurelywhh 
them, and yet I neyer heard rhe jcalt complaint ot am ont ſingle Proceflans's being 
cheated by them, upon pretence of exemption or diſpenſation 3 and therefore ſince they 
practiſe not that part which may ſomtimes be profitable, I cannot thinkbuy hold tons 
purpoſe, that which is alwayes prejudiciall, Surely bad they ſuch a trick, they would fom- 
times cogg the dye, rather then alwayes loſe their mone .. 
For my (mall experience in the world, all the ↄbjection that erer I heard of againft 
the credit of our Papiſte, was, their being diſabled by ſequeſtrations copay thair” debrs, 


* 7 . * * 


not taught by their Religion to deceive their ere forma M vo 
If their Doctrines were ſo deſtrutive ro cixill Society, at our accuſations: pretend, 
how coms it to paſſe that all our ſundamentall Laws were enacted by them d ha inveſt 
eſt the Supreme Authority of this Nation with ſo bonourable pri viledges, and yet pro- 
vided ſo prudently for the juſt ſecurity of the people, againſt the unjuſt zncroachmenrs0f 
Prerogative ? From whom have all thoſe cxcellcar Cuſtoms and Statutes of this Nation 
deſcended upon us ) Is it poſſible we ſhould derive all the ancient Priviledges of Pralia- 
ment, and Liberties of the Subject contained in Magna Charta, c. from the times their 
Religion governed the Land, and yet ſay now their Religion is inconſiſtent with the go- 
ver nment of the Land? As it is very true, that ſomtimes the Popes power here was abu | 
ſed to ſupport a tempor all intereſt, ſo ir is evident to thoſe that know! Hiſtory, that his; 
mediation has been often available, both for the preventing and reconciling of our diſfe 
rences; as well with out neigbbouring Kingdoms, ee our ſel ves. 
Nor is it poſſible that any Modell of Government ſhould he abſolutely proof again 
all exceptions, but in the experience of five or fix hundred years ſome abuſes will cer 
tainly happen; whence it is eaũie for a ſerere obſerver to gather objections enough to pux· 
zle the moſt able and politique Statiſt in the world to anſwer, eſpecially if thej be man- 
aged with dexterity and eloquence among ahalf-witted and tpbborg people, who nci- 
12 can guide chemſelves, nor will be le by others, not blind enough to be ignoram 
Where they are, and yet too ſhort-fighted to ſee whether they gos unhappy chieſly in this, 
chat they are tender in the ſenſe of any preſent evill, and wholly — of forcſecing 
che deſtruction that follows their impatience. <q Yeu 
So that TI cannot but ſubſcribe co that charitable Opinion.concerning Papiſts, which 
that learned book entituled, The Examination of the late Synode (Confeſſion of Faith, 
delivres page 266. The Tai helicue in the ſame. God mith the Prateftams , evek in 
the Father, ide Son, and the Hey (79ep * though they differ in ſome. Articles, or 
brauehes of Articles of their belief, and in thcir way of war ſhip; yea ſame of the'Pas 
piſts art regenerate, conſcientiour, and yertuous perſons „N Rab 
Wherefore (I bumbly conceive ] our Magiſtrates and Miniſters ought fiucerely to 
enquire into the truth of things, and make a conſcience of judging or preaching athers , 
wile then ſerundum probate, and not upon bare jealouſies, or the blind opinion of ithe 
yulgat condemn any fre- Horn member of this Nation farther then he ſhall : he proved 
to be guilty / Nor do J believe it reaſonable to charge every unjuſtiſiable actian af: pars 
ticular Papiſts, or extrayꝛgant opinion of any private writer among& ihem, upon the 
whole body of their Religion 3 The Decrees ot their Councells, they profelſe to be the 
only abſolute'declarers of their Faith; amougR_whoſe determinations there are faults 
enough; which they ferive to defend, no riged of impoſing upon them grrort, which 
they flarly deny; Lerus lay our hands upon our own hearts, we our ſelves want not. dt 
capriches and exorbitant conceits, which o vght not to be imputed to the whole reformed 
N < Cu Religion, 


bg 


18 
Re'igion, but to the imperfection of 3 eaſily decelved wich the colour of 
| wat. and paſſionarely in love with it's own invention, © .. 
Beides inſtead of jealoufics and dangers , I cannot ſee but pou fecurity and advan - 
tages would. acctue to this Nation, by treating in mercy all penteuble Papiſts; the 
- Pope would be deprived of that ſpecious pretext of relieving his diſtreſſed flock ; the 
Princes and States of that Religion, would for honour as well as conſcience, upon all 
occafions, expreſle their ſatis faction to ſee them mercifully- uſed , whom for the ir pro- 
feſſion they account brerhren; and for their ſufferings, Martyrs. The Proteſtants in 
other Countreys would be more aſſured of the freedome they enjoy, and more hopefull 
obtaining pew enereaſes of their liberty; The Papiſts of England would be bound 
by their own intereſt (the w__ obligation ane wiſe 8 70 liye peacesbly ad 
thankfully in tbe private exerciſe of theſt conſciences, and becoming gainers by ſuch 
. compaſſion, could not ſo reaſonably be diſtruſted, as the Prelatical or Presbytcrian Party, 
who muſt needs reclton chemſelves no ſmall loſers, in that t he reins of authority are ta- 
ken out oi their hands, which they had by turns abuſed into meer whips for their bre- 
thren. be 2 8 8 he dE ; 1 ; Ss , f 
Ot the one we have had too long experience in their High Commiſſion, eſpecially ſince 
- ts power was overgrown by the conſpiracy of the Starchamber, a Court, where fines 
were impoſed, not according to the quality of the offences, but of the Judges, who 
thought it below their honour to 33 under thouſands of pounds for every Peccadillo. 
Of the other, though our tryall has been but ſhort, yet it was very (mart, and lives ft 
in the memory of "England, which is every day refreſht by the contiquall practiſe of 
Scotland, where the furious and uncharitable Kirł · men condemn all that differ in the 
leaſt titt le from their humor, &c. crying Auathema Maranatha upon all che Congre- 
ations of the Saints, as appears by their Synodicall Act, ſer forth in Fan. 1650. and 
t to their Brethren in Edenburgh; where, having firſt called our waics abomi nations, 
and ous ſelves a perverſe generation, and branded thoſe few honeſt Scots, who ſuffereg 
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themſelves to be undeceived by the reaſons and civility of our Army, with the infamous 
name of Apoſtater, they proceed to the moſt bitter, malicious, and ſcandalous words 
that an inraged Scot can utter, „ thus to their Party. We. exbort you, and & all. 
abr power over you we bave in the Lord, require you, carefully to aid all familiar 
converſe of every degree, abo ve all, that you beware to jeyn with them ( thoſe that ad- 
here to the Parliament of England) #n any publike or 83 exerciſe of Religion; 
' #hoſe who will aduenture to toucb pitch, may be defiled before they be aware, thoſe who 
mill not abſtain from the Harlots houſe, ſhalt not be innocent; Take heed ( dearly belo- 
ved) of them that are led by the ſubtilty and depth of the divell, aud among all his in- 
firuments, we imreat you 10 avoid none more then theſe miſerable Apoſtates of our own 
Nation, for we conceive none more fitted to —_ miſchief among you then this ſort 
of men: And in their motives or grounds for a Faſt in Fune 1651, their expreſſions a- 
gainſh us are ad lefle bitter: ſee how their zeal boyls, while they are but a kindling , 
while wechoak the fuell im its own ſmoke, how would their fury run over, it the fire 
ſhould by any ſucceſſe be raiſed into a flame how would they drown the whole Conn- 
in an inundation of more then Antichriſtian flayery? e 
1 becauſe I perceived by a paſſage in the Recuſants diſcourſe , that nothin lay 
more heavy upon them then the new Oath of Abjarition made by the Presbyte» 
rian Party in the beginning of the late troubles; T ſhall adventure humbly co 
move (ome Quere 4 thereupon , tranſctibing firſt a true Copy of the. Oath. it 
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(19). | | 
F. 4. J. Do abjure and renguzee fig 77 J, Supremacy and Authority ober the ga. 
tholite church in generall, and over wy ſe 7 in irt icuſat gan d believe that ther 
is not any Tranſubſtantiation In theSacramens of the Lords Suppergor in ib. 1 600 
Bread and Wine after Conſecration thereof, by any perſon whatſoever; and T do helle 
that there is not any Purgatory 3 and that the conſecrated Heſt , Cruciſixes or Images 
ought not to be wor ſhipped, neither that any wor ſhip is due unto them, and T alſo believe 
that Salvation canuor be merited by works, and all Doc ines in afrmation of the fai 
' points, I do abjure and renounce without any S quivocation, mentall reſceruation , or 
ſecret evaſion whaiſoe ver, taking rhe wards e » according to the common and 
uſuall meaning of them, © So help me wor I oa a ojc7rs Woh 
1. Whether this Ouch dork not flatly contradict the known Laws of the Land, by 
enforcing a free. born Engliſh-man ro accuſe himſelf, wich ſo ſtrong and dangerous 4 
temptation to per juty, where the choice is only this, either forſwear your Religion, or 
ruine your eſtate; a ſeverity that far exceeds ths tyranny of the Prelates, bol indig- 
nation ſtayed it ſelf upon the extcrioltr non conformity: whereas this paſſes on to con- 
ſtrain the inward belief of the mind, which Gad (che ſearcher of all hearts) hath reſer- 
ved to himſeif, and all this, in Queſtions ao waies concerning either 15 8 or the 
ſecuriry of the State; as Purgatory, and the Doctrine of mei its, for that conſcience that 
is not wide enough to ſwallow all the Oarb, how great ſoever the part is that he can di- 
PE d i Se. ue 
For further proof of the illegality of Self-accuſazio! T.ſhall eite fome few Authorities, 
as well of the more e nor maſt I be ſo gre! a8 not ta btgin 
with agua Charta. Nur rut 111 "RoM6_"CAPLATY YEL TMPKISON UR 
aur Niet Es Tun DI L1BERO' TENEMENTO suo VII LIBERTATIBuS VEL 
L1BBRIS CONSUEBTUDINIBUS suis, Aux UTLAGETLR aur EXULETUR AUT 4. 
Liquo MOD® DESTRUATUR', NEG SUPER zun 1BIMUS ,” NEC: 'SuPER 
BUM MITTEMUS N13 1 PER LEGALE J A e VEL. 
vin Liezx TIA. Nofree man Way. be arreſted, in 7005 „ er, put out 
of bis freebold; or el „ or fred cuſtomes e 1 % * beniſhe , 
or «ny waies deſtroyed , neither by our ſelf, abr our Committees, or Officers, but” 
y the Law of ile Land; which 


only y tbr legall judgement of bir” Peers'; or by the L 
laſt words are interprered by S. Ed. Cook Lord chief Juſtice, to be intended of atre- 
ſing upon ſuſpition of Felony, and the like extraordinary caſes allowed and determin d 
every lover of bis Countries liberty. And again in the ſame Mag. Charta U Far- 
Lus Bain x use ec: N Bailiff ſhall put 8 dn 76 an oarh upon; hüt vn bare Ming. 
without fai ib full wirneſſer brought in for the ſ mne. 
In the Stat. of 42. Ed. 3. cap. 3. It is aſſented and zccorded for the good Govern- 
nent of the Commons, that no man be put to anſwer without preſentment before Fuſti- 
ces, or matter of Record, by due — and Writorigindll, according v0 the old La 
of the Land: andthe fundamencall reaſon of all, theſe Laus Is given in 42, Ed. 3. 
which is, QA nano TNT PRODERE str sunt, N Nen it Don be- 
tray himſelf; and thereſore if a Juror be challenged for EHindred, he fhall anfiver upon 
his Oath, but if for any thing that touches his credit, or may be to his dar he ſhall 
not be forced to anſwer - oath, although his.anfwer might tend to advance Juſtice. | 
In the Stat. of 25. N. 8. cap. 14. It ſtandeth not with right order of Fuflice , nor 
good equity, that any perſon ſhould be conviſt, and put 10 uf of life, good name, or 
ods; unleſſe it were by due accufation and witneſſe, or by Preſenimem, Ferdi Con- 
Ef, v Outlary. EI. ng ern WY REEF Upon 
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upon the lame ground is built the Stat. 55 Flix. cap 1. where ſpeaking of Eccleſi. 


_ ofticall Juriſdiction and offences, it enaQs wo man ſhall be indited or arraigned in ſuch - 


* il he 1165 7 Witneſſes or more, and thoſe brought face to fact, if the party con- 
cer ne Il fo require. GN n | | A 
Aad in Cokes 2. pars of Inſtitutes, publiſhed by order of this pfeſent Parliament, 


— 


fol. 658, No perſon 1 temporall, ought in any F feficet Court, 


much lef in a temparall, to be examined 7705 the cogitations of his heart, ar what he 
thinker 2 Cc: as t was holden by the Ju iges in Par iament, 4+ fac. and after in the 
Court of Common Pleas; Mich. $ Fee. in D. Wolfionscafe ina Prohibicion. 45%" 
I need nor inſiſt upon the HighCommilfionCourt aboliſhe by this preſent Parliament, 
25 the heavieſt grievance that wy upon the people; (and yet perhaps lighter then this 
Oith of Abjuration) as being fo freſh in the memory of every one, that the very uame- 
ing only of the Oath, Ex Officio, is enough to turn the Readers ſtomack againſt all ſuch 
unchatitable inventions, to rack mens coniciences, and ruine their eſtates. 0 
If now we ſhall add the Laws of God to thoſe, of our Countrey, ſurely nothing can be 
more ſtrongly forbidden, then ro ground a penall ſentence upon the enforced TY of the 
Party, without witneſſe or accuſer; ſince it is expreſſely written in Deut 19. 15. That one 
witneſſe ſhall not atiſe again ſt a man for any x" wha but in the mouth of zwo or three 
fall the matter be eſtabliſhr ; which rule js pun&ually repeated and confirm'd in the 
Goſpell, Nat. 18.28. and fortified by the example of Chriſt himſelf, who demapded of 


the woman indited before him as an Adultreſſe, where be thy. accuſers I nay even Felix 


iT rer * org him , ſaidibe 

r him when his accuſers were come, Acts 23. 3 5. holding it unjuſt withour 

an aceuſer $0.charge bin. this have Lalready bat Lr gef the irt Erg my ſelf, bur 
fhall leave all thereſt wholly to be anſwered by others . .. 
2. This Qathbeing wholly Negative, and no Poſitive Articles eſtabliſhu by the Par, 
7 Na the Þ to hear dvay bis own Religion, before we; have provided: another 
I> ene Fares any dot clearly ſex down. in Scripture , a8 fundamental 


(in Goreenpy of the Jews) "when Pau? the Apoltle was brought bef 
would hea 


points of Chriſtian faith, but deduced from paſſages, to which the Anſwers are believed 
as probable by rhem, as the arguments why ſhould we ſo cruelly perſecute one a. 

N DoRrines, bat 
e ie and yet we Alf ſay, Got fore 
vid that any one 2 icle of Fra fu unt iation 
a meer point of 
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56. Howſhall wedefend the Oh 1 mY Objection, that any fen Turk, & 
dell may take it lawfully, according to their Principles, nay will delight to (wear a- 
giinſt ſo many points of that Church, which (py reaſon of their confining Territories 
mainly oppoſcs them, nor have we any Law ar all (h my knowledge) for which Jen, 
Tutk, Infidel, or che moſt groſſe Heathenith Idolater is ſequeſtra le, nor any penall 
Oath againſt the moſt extravagant blaſphemics, that a lobte wie can imagine, and a 
prophane tongue utter, as Ranter s, »Arrians, Antitrinitariens , and the like > What 
can be more deſtruQivye to the very foundation of Chriſtianity. , then che prophane and 
ſcandalous blaſphemics of Mr, Fry, a late Member of Parliament, who publikely in 
rint, not only denies, but derides that Supreme myſtery of Chrp{fien; Religion, the 
"ſacred Trinity, calling it a chaffy and abſurd Opinion, & c. yet the mercy of the Patlia- 
ment contented it ſelf with a moderate Se ment . excluding him only 
from ſitting amongſt them; and if his ignity and publique Character had nor rendred 
bim obnoxious to the crime of (candall , he might perhaps have remained as, free from 
trouble, as all the reſt of his Opinion de, who never yet have ſuffered the leaſt mo- 
W N N chat 2 dexiſed. A l 
g particular at the Quarter Seſſions ar Feftminſter,.0n the 24. pf Fung 16 fr. thete 
were five Ranters . before Colonell — Fan other Patel ond lachten: 


wife was with child of the Meſias, with ſuch other blaſphemons ſtaff; but four of 
theſe, not then abſolutely on theſe Opinions, nor yerdenying them, but evading 
the ſeverall queſtions demanded of themby the Bench, were diſcharged, the, fifth was 


committed (as he well deſerved). not for his Opinions { bor for calling. the Juſtices | 


Traytors,&c. On be ſame day a gentlemoman great with child, and. ſame, others, u 
alſo convened for a ſuppoſed hearing of NMiiſſe, on the day commonly called ({br;ſtmas - 
day 1650. at the then French Agents houſe in fon 

direct proof that they were at Mifſe, but at Mattins or Prayers before Maſſe, yet 
of the Juſtices maintain d againſt others of the ſame Bench, that Mattint and Maſſe - 
were all one, &c. And fo the gentlewoman and the reſt were fined one hundred marks a 


piece, and ſent. to priſon, according to the rigour af the Statute in ihar behalf formerly 


- 


made; the ſeverity of which laſt proceeding and the partiality of the firſt, needs no : 


Comment. a 1 „ ate WES oh 

Nay the very weekly Pampblets that were publiſhed 6, 0.1651, contain letters ſromm 
Exeter, certifying that divers of the Inhabitants there do openly profeſle the Fewiſh O- 
pinion, and keep Sayurday Sabbath, perfarming their ſervile works on the Lords day, 
without — ee or ſequeſtration, other then that (as the (ame letters affirm) the 
Mayor cauſed one of them. to pay the ſmall penalty, which the. late Act preſerihes for 
breach of Sabbath, and fo che young Hebrew was diſmiſt withour 1 7 trouble, ha-- - 
ving only learnt, that be remember to rebuild his new eruſalem without noiſe; or back- 
wards, not towards the ſtreets, leaſt he ſhould offend the ears of the corporation. 

Why muſt the Papiſt pe thus ſingled out from all the reſt, and peremptorily forc't to 
this bard choice, of either forſeiting bis eſtate, or forſaking his Conſcience? i we fear 
their encreafe, we underyalue our own Atrength',' abundantly ſuſficiemt are tbe means 


which God has put into our hands, to ſecure our {elves from a few diſarm d Pa its; 2 
bundantly ſufficient were this only ꝓroviſion, to exclude them from Offices of impor- 
tance, and execute ſevere 8 upon ſuch as ſhould actually attempt . * 
to the diſcompoſure of the State. | 5 
Nox can ſuch gentleneſſe and moderation towards quiet Recuſants, be juſtly accbu a- 
* | ted! 


7 


proof, that they had maintained that one Robins 4 e wa. Propbet, and that hit 


g Acre; And th N was no 
't b 


* 


| : ( 11) | 33 | — 
ted a toleratſog of them, beeauſe (I conceive) that word ſignifies an ablalute equality 
in all civill reſpects, betwixt Sab g of dent judgements in Religlon, elſe the pre- 
ſent 1 of Papiſts, paying their two = , might by the fame frowardneſſe be ge- 
cuſed as 1 toleration 'whereas the Penalties indeed are altogether intolerable; Not te 
' infli the utmoſt ſeverity of puniſhment, is nor preſently to be reputed an allowance of 
the crime, God himfelf ſufferg all the fins we commit, but apptoves none of them; we 
out ſelves daily permit miſchief to avoid inconveniences, an fot that reaſon we probſ» 
bit not Maſſe in the houſes of Ambaſſadors, nor punith U ſury, though t he Statute it ſelf 
brands it with the name of Vice, and moſt Divines hold it a deteſtable fin, 


3 
8 forbidden by rhe Law of God. 


end viſibly aſcend to heaven in a cloud, Rev. 11. 2 3. _ ; Hp 

Who this Beaſt ſhould be I know not, much leſſewhom to nndetſtand by the Firneſ» 
ſes: I go nor remember that Luther and Calvin preacht iu ſackcloth, or did any mira» 
cles, or that any one ever ſaid he ſaw either of them go into heave, | 
But ſox a full confutarion of this conceit, T'referre the Reader to the [earned Exami. 
14tion of the S nadie“ Confeſſion; fol. 274+ adding only this one line ont of Rev, 13. 
7. where I find, that to the Beaſi was given power to overcome the Saints, which Tam 
ſure is no wayes appliable to the Saints of Exgland. ä | 
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rents to provoke their children, Ephef, 6, And where he exacts fidelity in ſervants, he 
ewiſe requires moderation in Maſters, nay more, the text includes even bondnien 
and f]ayes, enjoyning the Maſtery, to forbear tbręatning, knowing that their Maſter is 


be the (ame place w here god commands children to obey their parents, he forbids pas 


alſo in heaven,” ngither i there. reſpect of perſqns. wb him; thus cleatly doth the 
* of God conden Mk wet Mir rat Goyernours,, 150 bhornneſſe 
And t oa? Bec Sub je ers ; ſo that thete is alſo a tenderneſſè of conſejence reguiſite 
on the Magiſtrates part, to proceed ſincerely and purely for the good of the people, that 
be may ere fay with the Apoſtle, I ſeckh not yours, but jou, 2 Cor. 12. 1. and again 
verſe 17. Did I make again of you, by any of them whom I ſent unto you? in which 
to lines we are plainly adyeruſes of rhe chief danger, which Superiours ought carefully 
hab that neither rhei e undef- Offfcere make à proht of mens cone 

ſciences concerning matters of Religion 
Since therefore the only tolerahlè dęſign of the Carre cor in ſuch caſes is the benefit 
of rhe ſuffpres, it neceſſariſy follows, that before we can with the leaſt colour of Juſticg 

- »jnfliqa penalty upon any different profeſſion, we ought to ule all means poſſible to 
coyer them to truth; And therefore our firſt work ſhould be to col lect a body 1 deer 
Fa | eicles, 
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Attleles, evidently contained in Gods Werd, nd Abſalutely neceſy 


andi if after all po 


4 5 LES : 5 * 
s 45 3 4 32 5 
n 2 5 1 9 * - 
% - 


5 ds Word, meg necefurree mane aleationy © 
it being very improper; to pen the publike form of Faith in the Negative, becauſe my be · 
lieving Chriftian crutbs makes me a Chriſtian, and not my disb lieving the errors that 
oppoſe them, elſe he that believes nothing at all would be the beſt Chriſtian, 41 
In order to which collect ion, the moſt religious way, is, that eyery one, that will mo. 
deftly, may ſafely xg ons diſcuſſe thoſe difficulties he meer with in Gods Word, 
ible diligence of ſtudy , meditation and prayer, no ſatisfaRion or u- 
nion follow in any point, it is an evident ſign the queſtion is either opſcure ot unneceſ- 


ſaty, and then provide for the peace of che Common- wealth, and ſubmit the reſt to the 


leaſure of God. 5 | 
Wberein I have the happineſſe to he ſtrengthned with the judgemerit of Mr. Peters, 


in his notable little Treatiſa entituled, Good work for 4 good Magiſtrate, pag. 14, 


where he laies down asa 5 8 ge means of felicity to a State, that it countenance au 


tate into ſpecial protection all ihe Churches of Chriſt, who hold but ſo much fundamental 


truth as denomnazes them ſuch, and in ſpirituails to leave them wholly free, but not to 
er any brother uncivilly (tbough it be about ſpirituall controverſies) to abuſe anoiber, 
ſo. ſhall the. Churcbes have peace, and be daily multiplied. | W 
When we have agreed upon a Summary of belief, according to theſe three conditions, 
Ya evident, and fuudamentall, (with which the Creed, commonly call'dthe Apo- 
les, ſuits beſt of any I ever ſaw ) then the Magiſtrates hold forth in the ſpirit-of 
love and meekneſſe, thoſe fo clear andi ant verities, and if any ſhquld- be found 
diſſenting ( which I am confident will þe very few) let us follow. the Apoſtles rule in 
uniſhing, a gentle one it is indeed, bur powerfull, 2 Theſ. 3. 6. Withdraw from ſuch 
4 one, that he may be aſhamed, and verſe 15. eſteem bim not au enemy, but correct him 
4 à4 brother, at worſt, rebuke him ſharply, Tit. 1, 13. and after wed and ſecond ad- 
moni t ion reject bim, Tit. 3. 39. chat is, leave him to the hardneſſe of his heart: if his 
conſcience grow tender it will check; if obdurate, he will ſoon break out into lewdneſſe: 
and then he juſtly puniſhable by the Law, as other criminall Malefactors ; only we muſt 
be carefull not to anticipate his condemnation before he be legally convinced of ſome 
actuall offence againſt the publique repuſe. 3 
If we ſuſpect the difaffection of any Party, as the Papiſts, let us firſt make it their in- 
tereſt to love their reg by treating them at leaſt mercifully is it, and then we ſhall 
have a fair 27 of their fidelity; Ido not know one example, where , to'a Prince or 
State that uſed them well, they have ſhown themſelves nngraceful, © 1 
And theugh it be the duty of every Chriſtian to loye his enemy, and do good to thoſe: 
that perſexutẽ him, yet ſurely iris a bard ſa ing : and the myſt ſincere proteſiars-of any 
Religion wharſacver find ir difficult enough to obſerve it, even Prozeſtguts as well as 
Pepifts know how to fall out with thoſe Magiſtrates that oppreſle them,, elſe ow ſhall 
we excule the civil wars of France, Germany, Holland, &c. if we have not recourſe rg” 
the harſh uſage of their Superiours ; nor need we ſeek the reaſon of theſe difarders a- 
mongſt the Articles of any Pai tits Religion, when by the inſtin ct of nature, nor oncly * 
man, but even the moſt trivial creature that ſeems to have no intereſtiuthe world, attends 


with diligence to the preſervation of it ſelf; who can blame the humble worm, that 


whil' ſt we walk fairly by it, proſtratęs it (elf before us, and loyly creeps upon the 


tzround, if, when we tread upon it, it lift the head, and ſtrive to wring it lelt from under 


sur cruel feet RC Caen | | 

Notable to this purpoſe is the old example of the Priverngres ; an ancient people of 

Italy; who having rebell d againſt the e of Rome, and being 3 
3 | . "FP teeduce 
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ernly ask them, M hat new peace they could expect, who bad ſoinſolently infringed: + 
the old? to which they ſtoutly anſwered , We muſt now take ſuch condition? as you 
| to give; if they be moderate, you ſhall find as fairbful, if too beavy , we ſhall ob- 

c nd'generous Expreſfion in- 


nate ſter 


rue them anely rill we may ſafely break vhem 3. which free a 
duced cha wife Senate to aſſign them their own demands. 

This ſo full and pregnant inſtance T bumbly offer, as moſt worthy the imitation of 
our Engliſh. Senate, that even to Ręcuſants, who ingage to live innocently-and quietly a- 
mongſt us, ſuch reaſonable conditions of ſubſiſtence maybe allowed ſince they are e- 
qually with our ſelves born to the freedom of this Nation) as rheir conſciences be not 
violated, their ſpirits imbittered, nor humane infirmity tempted to deſpair; let us rather 
incoutage them to come to our meetings, and freely propoſe their difficult ies, which now 
they dale not, for fear of diſcovering their judgements, to the raing of their eſtates; let 
us uſe the ſame gentleneſſe here in England, that his Excellency the Lord Generall pta- 
ctiſed in Scotland, towards thoſe that were not only otherwiſe minded in Religion, but 
contrary minded im civill concernments. and actually in arms to maintain their oppoſi- 
tion: he invited them to conferences; and hinuſclf with admirable temper and moderaci- 

on managed the diſcourſe, allowing free liberty of reply to the adverſe party, without 

paſſion, bitterneſſe or threatning ; and though he found not the event anſwerable to his 
endeavours, remained ar leaſt ſatisf2:d in ience , by having charitably grren the 
reaſon, of his own actions, and patiently hea reaſon of their. p 

And whom can we better imitate, then ſo great an inſtrument of the liberty we all en- 
joy ?: or wherein can we follow him wich ſo much praiſe botk of God and man, as in 
the mildneſſe of his ſpirit, by whick he conquers more powerfully, then by the ſharpneffe 
ef his.Sword? Have not EF api underſtandings as well as we, which our Argu- 
ments may reRifie? have they not ſouls to ſave, which our charity may gain to heaven? 

by da ve not erect a Committee to purchaſe ſouls , as we have Contractors to ſell 

lands? why is there not eſtabliſht a Committee of Salvatian, as well: as of Indempni. 
xy, where the Queſtions of Religion may be freely diſcuſt, and the diſtreſſes of tender 
and innocent conſciences impartially relieved ? If men dealt mildly, and only by the 
Goſpell· ay of perſwafion , ſurelythere would in time grow Society, Commerce, and 
' mutuall confidence, and ſo frequent opottunities of clearer inform ation: when once all 
jealouſies and miſunderſt andings of one another ſhall be laid aſide; the differences a- 
mongſt Chriſtians will ſoon be reconciled, if not to an abſolute and preciſe unity of 
Faith and Doctrine, yet at leaſt to a bleſſed union of peace and love. 

Gertainly this is the true an cient ſpirit, of which theſe times feem to promiſe a reſti- 
tation: this is the fundamearall principle of the ſouls liberty, fa much deſired by all tie 
righteous of the Land, this the heavenly doctrine ſo confcentioufly recommended to the 
Parliament by the learned Author of the late Synods Examination, pag. 323. It were 
good that perſons of all different minds in Religion might be freely hear, and their 
Arguments well weighed , and full auſwer given in writing to all that are in the 
wrong, that our controverſies might grow to an end, and ſo truth with love and peace 
take place. And yet more particulatly by the ſliarp and piercing wit of Mr.Peters in his 
book before ci:ed p.13. Let ſome,one or more, god iy learned men be ſetled in everx great 
towu, that at certain ſet times and places weekly may offer to diſpute any point wi any 
max, x publ ke hearing of any that pleaſe to come, and ſome 10 be appointed Moderators, 
and one or wo appointed by the Magiſtrates to fine and mulft either party that ſpall 
reproach, cenſure, or uſe any uncivill languagecoutrary to humanity , love, Religion, 

| wn &&. 
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r. the advancement of Religionberelh world be almoſt incredible. 

Oh how much better, and more admirably divine is the Gentle methem of the Chri- 

ſtian Law, ro propagate it ſelf in plain evidence of the ſpirit, then the ufinarntall Turk. . _ 
ih cruelty, of raking children from their parents! or the unworthy Macbiabillian Po- 
licyofraking the inheritance from the children! or laſtly, which is'worle then either, the 
barbarons Heat beniſn tyranny of ſhedding bloud, and tearing limb from limb; meerly up- 

on the account of Religion. 2 6.3 63. OURS SIVA NN Oe POT? AR 4. * 
I .muſt confeſſe I can find no ſatisfaction in that ſhuffling and bypocricicall diſtin- ö — 
tion, invented by the Lawyers to deceive the common people, whoſe fimplicity and 

innocency they eaſily beguile, by precendigg eſtas none are executed for Religion, Hue) 
fox. offending againſt the Laws? what can be more palpably falſe, or divellifly ms . "a | 


ous then this? who does not ſee but by this rule thoſe bloudy tyrants, Nero, Diectefian, ©” 


/ 


and the reſt of the ten infamous perſecuters, muſt be canonized for good and conlcien- | 


cann | 
cooperate x0 deceive the peopley Sequeſtrarions Teonfelle did (hrewdly crack » but this 
ainſt what have we prineipally fouglit all this while , but eoercency in Religion 2 
4 wa have we made ſo many od - fr 
der Conſciences? is this to hol TO truth in lovet ts this to inſtrutt in mee eſſe, 
as becomes the fervants of the Lord? let us take heed hom we fall into the hands” ot 
the lrving'God, let us alwaies remember that voice {peaking within us, "They © | 
judget without merey,"thes huve ſhewed no mercy. ene e eng 
eunto may fitly be applied the obſervation of the frank and true Engliſm Ypivit _ - 

of Mr.Lilly, in his Monarchy or no Monarchy, pag. 83. Were not ſaies he * 5 aw 
of this Nation more in force then the Canon of the Scripture , thoſe things woutd not 
be ju deg, men vo. death for Religion, or taking Orders he ont The Shak ay 
and forthe peateableneſſe of Recuſants he expreſſely fer down in tis AfrOvigicall Pre- 
diatons of 1651; v herr dtſervimg ſome mbrcy as perſons, hö In lobt d State ex- 
ceed the Presbyter.And to my eye truth ſhows as handſomelꝶ in a Pragneſtica tion as in 
the primed Sermon of a'Claffcall-Kirkmin;eſpecially the Mouele of oor Engliſh Mer - 
tinus, who handles the matters of beaven, as well as moſt of our modern T1he-rakers. © 
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Agrecably to this civil and charitable jw NPE the ſmooth and ingenious pen of 
Mexcuriur Poligicus in his ſtating the originall cauſe of our late troubles, clearly acquit 
the Papiſts (Num.67.page 1061.) where(curning the ſtream into the right channell )he 
begins; IN NONmINI DoMINi iNCIP4T OMNE MALUM; All our evills have been 
derived from the corruption of the Clergy, the firſt war may truly be called BRLLu 

_ EP1$COPALE, the; m laſt as truly BELLA PRESBYYERIALLA} neither of the 
three being capable of the name of Baurtum PaPaLs; Papiſts indeed were often men- 
tioned in our printed papers, but they that know any thing, know to what end. 

But to recover this digreſſian, beſides the ſharpneſſe of this ſentence, the yery tryali of 
this Seminary, (as | am informed) had many ſingular and unuſuall paſſages, as that no- 
thing was proved againſt the P. iſoner, but tha: a great many years ago he had. ſaid 
Maſſe in Flanders, and this only by one witneſſe, and one who in open Seſſions profeſt 
a particular pique and quarrell towards him, alledging an old grudge as one of the rea- 
ſons why he came up out of the Countrey to ſwear againſt him, no diſturbance of the 

„ | publique repoſe, nor ſo much as the leaſt breach of peace laid to his charge, but only kis 
| being a Prieſt, and in England. . 5 
And that this was his only crime, is unqueſtionably clear by the Miniſters charitable 
offer at the Gallows; that there was yet time enough for bim to ſave bis life, if he would 
rexounce his Religion, and become a Proteſtant z which he reſolutely denying , as a- 
gaĩaſt his conſcience, was firſt banged among the thee ves and murderers, and then quar- 
tered as a Traytor 3 and yet both Sheriff, Jury, Judge, and every one that cooper ated to 
the execution, all ſeriouſly profeſſe, that notbing is ſo dear to tbem, nothing fo reaſon- 
Wt! able in ĩt ſelf, as incoercency in matters concerning the ſalvation of our ſouls. I pray 
1 God we be not too 17 of having 6 form of godlineſſe, but denying the power there- 
1p of I pray God theſe ſevere and ungoſpellary proceedings, (eſpecially this laſt of bloud, 
6 diſpleafing to the Spectators and unprofitable to the A uthours) become not in time a 
prejudice to our Brethren beyond the Seas, a diſcontenting of our friends at home, and a 
| 14 Feandall to all the world, for that very day of the Prieſts execution I o'rebeard a nimble 
: / witted man, but I fear too 'capricious "and At iſticall, ſay theſe words, Since we 
ate come $0 1h it paſſe that we can fight ageinft the Covenant for Reformation of the 
Kirk, ſequeſter — Recuſants, and continue their Sequeſtrat ions, whether they 
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M1. | | conrrnue their Recuſancy or nb, make a cloſe peace wish $p41n, and openly hang up Feſu- 

1 itt, Sir ANIMA MEA CUM PMILOSOPBHIS, 8 $420 1 
At which hard meaſure towards a poor man meerly upon the account of Religion, 
even many well affected have taken great exception, eſpecially, comparing his caſe 
and Mr.Leves with the difference of their punithments, the one accuſed, tryed and con- 

demn ' d for matters purely temporall, and of tbe higheſt nature againſt che State, of | 

which be acknowledged bimſelt guilty in ſeverall Petitions to the Parliament under his 
own hand; the other, ſo far from being condemn'd for any ſuch guilt , that he had no 
\ ſack charge, and yet the one was honor d with the noble death of the Axe and Scaf- 
fold, whilſt the other was drag d upon a burdle, and hang'd amongſt thieyes and felons 


j " Surely it were far better for a while to let the Papiſts practiſe their kind of Chriſtia - 
W!. - nity, chen upon a ſuddain deprive them of the only Religion to which they are accuſto- 
00 med, and fo- indanger the driving of them to Atbeiſne, inſtead of reducing them to 
ft roreſtancy. ; e 
* Beſides how eaſily may the like ſeverity be exerciſed amoagh our ſelves, if any. Power 
diſ.atfeRed to godlineſſe ſhould gain my over us? iris but ſtraining the word, Re- 
cuſam a little Hove the common note , it is but making our pious meetings , iy” = 
BT ticles, 


LE Rn: > | 
ticles, and our holy conferences, Treaſon by Statute,” and then all the precious Sainte 
and deareſt ſervants of the Lord, may be hang'd, drawn and quartered by Law, and 
and yet at the ſame time our Executionecs may profeſſe (as ſeriouſly as we now ſeem to 
do) Liberty of Conſcicnce, only they will think it reaſonable to be their own interpre- 

ters, and conſequently intend by this charming ſound of Liberty, an abſolute and uncon- 
troulable freedome indeed, bur to be enjoyed by none, burthemſelves. 1/1 1 | 
How do the Papiſts themſelves in France outgo us in their tender and moderate be- 
haviour towards the Proteſtants of their Countrey, notwithſtanding former provocati-. 
ons to jalouſie in the late civill warrs? nay notwithſtanding preſent provocations by our ; 
ſeverity againſt all of their profeſſion in England , they diſpute openly and frequently 
. togetber, not only the Clergy, but tradeſmen one with another: at many of which con- 
ferences I Have been preſent in Paris, where every one freely defended his own Opini- 
on, ſo civilly and peaceably, that E never returned from the place of: thoſe diſcourſes, 
without exceeding comfort and ſatisfaction, thinking often with my ſelf, it were a faſni- 
on as worthy to be tranſported into England, as any our gallants bring from thence. 
At the end ob the Dilpure , (vhich is not upon any tolemn challenge, but caſuall, 
though very often) if either party ſeem unſatis ſied, his liberty is inviolably preſerved, 
without ſeizing upon a penny of his eſtate (which there is accounted but a politique co- 
vetouſnefle ) or touching ſo much as a bait of his head, (not to ſpeak" of ſpilling bis 
bloud for a different Opinion) which they. deteſt as a moſt abominable cruelty, buĩ with 
a courteous friendlineſſe and mutuall compaſſion, part in as perfect charity as they met, 
each hoping and prayiog for the others converſion :-in the mean while the King allows: 
à certain number of publike Churches to Proteſtante, and as much liberty in private for 
the exeteiſe of their conſciences, as any diſagreers from the common belief of the State 
cam teaſonably deſire. 1 e | Ti | 
| Nay, even the Spaniſh Inquiſition ( ſo univerſally abhor d 2 imaginable 
means towards the accuſed, to reduce his judgment to theirs , before they pronounce 
theirs againſt him, and upon conformity immediately acquit him whereas our conſcience- 
ſequeſtrations are laid on, without any diſputing ; and hardly taken off, upon never ſo 
much conforming; to whi Lean here alledge the examples of divers Papi 
name, who have not-anly gane r Church, bur taken borb the anon and Oath of 
Abjurairan, and all this undeniably red by ſufficient Tokimony;, yet after? ſolemn 
debate upon their Petitions in Heberdaſhers Hall to be no longer puniſhr,lince they were” 
no longer guilty,the Commiſlioners declared, that it was nat expreß d in any At or in- . 
ſtruction from the preſent Parliament, what ſhould amount unto, or be adjudged by. "# | 
them tobe 4 Conformity and therefore the Segueſtration (ſaid they) muſt be conriuned,. ,/ © 
boqever the cauſe of Sequeſtration may be ceaſedl- .. 
In particular, on Wedneſday the ſecond of Nulx 16 51¹ It was tlie qaſe of ane & m¹h 
a luſpected Papiſt, who had Lands in the Soke-of Mir beſten ſequeſtedii upun his ap- 
peal at Haberds d4ſbers Hall, he produced ſyfficient eme hd been ſexerall Lords 
daies at Church and had twice taken the Oath of Aljuration, hut · one of the Come. 
ſoners made anſwer that this was not enough, he muſt alſo-receive-the, commun. 0+: 
therwiſc muſt continue ſequeſtred as a Papilt: whererd-Sm##þs Councell xpli d Ther if 
it were a mant of Papiſtſ not 30 have received the (Communion; w t, Nie 
diffs in ar. Pars fb; for we have had no (pmmunion in ur Chung th kxcr d 
tis very probable that that very Commiſſioner. who made this ohjection hath mot of late 
received the Communion, as is prebſcxibed by the Statute; nor perha s. will the cRabliſhe / 
legall way of communicating agtce with his conſcience, and certainly it is a very ſad * ; 
, Ox. 
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\ for us to force others, under ſo great eee eſtates, to dv 
chat Which we will not do our ſelves: All rhe” relief and hope, that $mizh and otbers 
In bis condition (who have both gone to Church, and talen e and Oath 
of Abjuration)-have received at the (aid, Hall, is; that the Commiſſioners have promi- 
ſed ro move tue Parliament, to know wt ſhell amount 10 4 conformity, and ir might 
alſo be deſired to know what Religion the Papiſts (in caſe they be fort'd to leave their 
on yal conform unto;; ſince we have three ſeverall Religions, that at preſent ſeem to 
contend for ſuperlority of influence upon tlie hearts of the peoplezthe Prelaticall or old 
Protoſtant (at ſome ſtile it) is eſt abliſht by Law the Precbyterian carries the vogue in the 
ulpli, but chat called Independent has the power and countenance of the Statezof which 
Vargo, chough (for my own particular) 1 eleai ly prefer the laſt, yer know I not any Law 
that obliges me to the publike profeſſion of any ot them all, bur only not to be a Papiſt. 
Truly theſe range proceedings will ( L fear) be lockt upon both by all the Reformed 
Churthes abroad, and very many conſcientious people at kome, as ſavouring of a deſigne 
to make ſure of the Papiſts eſtates, hatſoever becoms of their ſouls, 5 
Theſe things have I heard ſome Prechyterians with triumph object againſt us, though 
themſelves firſt invented the abjuriug Oaih on purpoſe to pinch the Papi ſt, yet they al- 
ledge in their excuſe, that it was intended only for time of war, when all other waics ei- 
ther of convincing by reaſons, or convicting by Law, were obſtructed. . / w_ 
Beſides, the Presbyteriany pretend their gteat care of the Goſpell;having taken ſo much 
pains, and ſpent ſo much time in the contrivance of a new and large (Confeſſion of Faith, 
to which all-indiſpenſablyſhould have been bound to ſubſcribe zwe negligently (lay they) 
leave every one to carve for himſelf what portion he pleaſes out of the Biblezthey:rhough 
igorous, yet followed their principles; we rigorous, e our principles, continuing 
ſl both the ſame ſecurity of puniſhing the Papiſts for Religion, and the ſame unuſua 
way of compelling them upon meer ſuſpition, either to forſwear themſelves by taking the 
Oh,; or condeinn themſelves by refuſing it. 1 | e 
And all this while we hold forth — fle, and all this while we cry up Liberty 4 
Conſciencez is it poſſible we ſhould ſo far forget our principles, as to ſeixe the eſtates c 
our neiglibours and kcindred: for Religion, and at the fame dime profeſſe to venture all our 
own to purchaſe freedom of Rligion? Is it poſſible we ſhould expoſt our own lives in ſo 
long and dangerous a war, to eſtabliſti and ſecure Liberty of ( unſciente, and ut the ſume 
inſtant of time, hang draw, and quarter men for their conſcſendes ? + How ſhall we an- 
ſwer at the day of judg our ſhedding ſo much bloud to deliver our Country from 
coereency in matters of belief, if, as ſoon as the power is in our hands, we embrue them 
in the bloud of our Countrimen meerly for their Religion ? Have we ſo ſoon forgot 
thoſe ſharp reprovfs of the a> mh Rom. 2. Behold ou are dati i Fews and veſt in ihe 
Law, aud: your boa vf Gol, you know hit will, and appruve the r e 5 
more excellent 2y0W #re | m nher hour ſel ves are guidol of 'the'blindy *#nd-lights to 
them which are in d. ; inflrufers 1 fooliſh, and teachers of babes, who 
have the form of knowleds and of truth in vhe Law; jou therefore , who teach aro- 
ther, auch von ner your felves ? yourbit preuch a man fhoutd not ſteale, td you ſtozied 
gou thay aber idoits, de qe commit ſaevitedge ? In the diy when G 3 —5 e he 
{ een how fall we-anſwer-thar exectienc and fe evident pre- 
cept vf imιj˖?‚ D vν,ỹouti be dont vine? God is net mocked, be promiſes in- 
dend, that ſbo Wok Bail inherit rhe 4244, bur ſurely means not ſuch as ſeem mrek onely 
to inherit the lun d. et at Sh e e e e e, 
Thus ſharply. went on my angry Prustprerijan; and I confefle I was extremely aſtis- 
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med to hear hingſay ſo much Gebo ibn nl to ſpeak nothing but paſſion ; and to fog 
my ſelf ſo confounded by ane, that I have alwaies overcome with eaſe upon any other 
ſub je&, and ſhould have liked far better his obſervations (which with griet I acknowledg 
tobe too true and open to all the werld) if they had come from an indifferent and un- 
factious ſpirit, becauſe I ſuſpect they may perhaps proceed rather from envic towards the 
gainers, then pitie upon the loſers: For during the violent, and therefore ſhort, domi- 
minion of the Presbyterians, neycr were more cruell torturers of tbe Corſcience then 
they, never a more tyrannicall Tribunall then their Jure. divino eAſſembly, and claſſicall 
High Commiſſion 3; but the hand of the Lord ſtopt them in their full carcer, and by 
wofall experience they now find the truth of Gods threatnings, If you bize aud devoure 
one another, rake heed ou le notFonſumed one of another, Gal. 5. 1. 3 
Wherefore it ſhaf{ be my daily praier to our greatand good God, that he would graci- 
oully aſpire his ſervants, who now ſit at the ver wie + like heavie judgments ' 
upon themſelves ; and ſeriouſſy conſidering thatboth their allegiance to reaſon, their du- 
ty to God, their Ingagement to their own principles, call ſo loudly upon them, they 
would fulfill now our joy, and complete the good work ſo happily begun, by putting the 
tender - conſcienced and peaceable-minded people of this Nation into a condition ot pei 
fect ſecurity for matters of Religion, wich cannot be effected e ee Act of 
conſcĩence- indemnĩty, firmly an. — eſtabliſnt as a ſundamentall and unalterable L] of 
tbe Land, for all that profeſſe the Goſpell of Chriſt, Aich „ 
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8 Fnce there is ſcarce ane whom. ſomthing in 
PT theſe few ſheets will not pleaſe, nor very ma- 
ny whom ſomthing mill not diſpleaſe, they there- 
fore humbly and freely ſubmit themſelves , not 
only to the judgment of the civil «Magiſtrate, 
but of every croill man; and t have (according 
to the Order of Parliament) hereunto ſubſcri- 


bed my name, 


PL - VVilliam Birchley: 
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: 4 | | Errata. | | , 
Dag: 16. Iine 7, read Countreys peace. P. 27-1, 43. l. thus, increaſe ; we 
overvalue their Religion if we doubt their diſturbiug ut, we undervalue. 4 

p- 36. l; 25. r. ſeverity. 
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He Reader may pleaſe to take notice, that there is an adulterate and 
imperfeR Copie of this Madrrator abroad; and that this hath ſome 
alterations, but many additions, being perfected and printed by the Au- 
— papers and appointment, to prevent the abuſe, - 5 


